
PRIDE IN DEFENCE

TIMELINE

Defence Wide LGBTTQIA+ 
Support Network Established 

Support group established within RNZAF. 
Founding members: WGCDR Stu Pearce, 

WGCDR George Magdalinos and 
SQNLDR Hemi Frires.

NZDF Form DEFGLISNZ Charter
Defence Gay and Lesbian Information 

Service (DEFGLISNZ) formed aimed at 
improving LGBTTQIA+ support services 

provided by NZDF.

RNZAF Host LGBTTIQ+ Forum
Forum provided a basis upon which a peer 
support network for LGBTTQIA+ could be 

built and was aimed to identify and 
understand challenges and opportunities 

related to LGBTTQIA+ personnel in the 
RNZAF.

NZDF represented at OutServe 
Las Vegas Nevada

Attended by USA, and delegates from 
Canadian and Australian Armed Forces.

OverWatch Established
LGBTTQIA+ support network formally 

established )superseding DEFGLISNZ). 
OverWatch. 

RNZAF Host LGBTTIQ+ Forum
Forum provided a basis upon which a peer 
support network for LGBTTQIA+ could be 

built and was aimed to identify and 
understand challenges and opportunities 

related to LGBTTQIA+personnel.

NZDF represented at OutServe Las 
Vegas Nevada

Attended by USA, and delegates from 
Canadian and Australian Armed Forces.

NZDF Join Cross Agency 
Rainbow Network 

Network  to advocate for and celebrate 
LGBTTQIA+ communities’ diversity within 

the public sector. 

NZDF Publish Transitioning 
Guidelines

Guidelines to support transitioning NZDF 
employees and Commanders/Managers. 

NZ Wins at Rainbow Excellence 
Awards

NZDF awarded  impact award and non 
commercial sector award.

Pronoun use NZDF wide 
NZDF adopts the use of, and promotes and 

encourages pronoun use across the 
organisation.

OverWatch Refresh
Hui and committee refresh, including the 

introduction of regional reps.

NZDF Re-accreddited 
Rainbow Tick 

(untill 2022, where NZDF partnered with 
Pride Pledge)  

Pride Pledge Partnership
 In 2022, the NZDF partnered with Pride 
Pledge to further its support for rainbow 

communities, providing additional 
resources, training, and policy 

consultation.

Participation in Auckland 
Rainbow Parade

After a hiatus due to COVID-19, the NZDF 
resumed its participation in the Auckland 

Rainbow Parade on February 17, 2024. 
This involvement demonstrating the 

NZDF's visible support for the rainbow 
community and its commitment to a 

diverse and inclusive NZDF.

Update to Rainbow Inclusion 
Inclusion Plan 2025 - 2030

As part of its ongoing commitment to 
diversity and inclusion, the NZDF  to updates 

Rainbow Inclusion Strategy in This update 
aims to build upon existing initiatives and 
further support LGBTTQIA+personnel 

within the organisation.


