


HMNZS AOTEAROA: Combined RNZN- RAN Taiwan Straits Transit 
25- 26 Sep 2024 (All Times in H) 

• 0600 AOTEAROA RV with SYDNEY north of Taiwan Strait with 3 PLA(N) 
vessels shadowing. 

• 0830-1010 AOTEAROA replenishes SYDNEY while transiting towards 

1100 AOTEAROA 
A/C LAUNCHED 

Taiwan Strait. 1220 SYDNEY 

• 1100 AOTEAROA aircraft launched for surface search . PLA(N) aircraft A/C LAUNCHED 

launched to match like for like. 
• 1220 SYDNEY aircraft launched for surface search. 2s•N 

• 1400 SYDNEY and AOTEAROA enter Taiwan Strait, now with 4 PLA(N) and 
2 ROCN vessels in attendance. 

• 1530 AOTEAROA aircraft detected two Pacific Security Maritime Excha 
(PSMX) Enforcement Coordination Centre (ECC) Vessels of Interest (VOl) 
and a probable illicit Ship To Ship transfer in progress. 

• 1700 AOTEAROA aircraft recovered onboard. 
• 2000-2300 persistent attempt to force AOTEAROA and SYDNEY towards 

Taiwanese side of the channel using 'rule of the road' situation. 
• 0300 Transit com leted. 

--~-------------------T; 

2200 SYDNEY 
A/C RECOVERED 

0300 TRANSIT 
COMPLETED 
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HMNZS AOTEAROA: OPERATION CRUCIBLE 2025
Taiwan Strait Transit 5 Nov 25

 On 5 November 25, between 0400 and 1830 local time (approx), HMNZS 
AOTEAROA made a south to north transit of the Taiwan Strait to 
demonstrate New Zealand's commitment to the International Rules Based 
Order and the freedoms of navigation enshrined in the United Nations 
Convention on the Law Of the Sea (UNCLOS).

 The passage was dominated by the weather with 40kn plus (75km/h) 
winds causing 4m waves (Sea State 5).  

 Attention from the People’s Republic of China, and Taiwan, was lower 
level than expected.  A warship from each passed during the approach 
phase, and in the late afternoon another from each navy passed us, with 
the Taiwanese calling by radio to confirm our identity.  At the very end of 
the transit a Chinese Destroyer closed to 3nm to shadow AOTEAROA into 
the East China Sea (all interactions were Safe and Professional).

 The transit was safely executed and the objective was achieved.

CO, NZ Ambassador to the Philippines, and COMJFNZ
with the Philippines Navy Welcoming party

0700 Transit 
Commenced

From 0400 Approach Phase.  
Passed by Chinese and Taiwanese 

Navy vessels.  No interaction.

0720 Sunrise

1811 Sunset 1830 TRANSIT 
COMPLETED

1630 Passed by second set of 
Chinese and Taiwanese Navy 

vessels.  Asked identity.

Making way through Sea State 5

The passage route in international waters

1800 Chinese Navy 
Destroyer  closed to 3nm to 

commence shadowing.

s. 6(a)
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HMNZS AOTEAROA: OPERATION CRUCIBLE 2025
Taiwan Strait Transit 5 Nov 25

CO, NZ Ambassador to the Philippines, and COMJFNZ
with the Philippines Navy Welcoming party

The bridge team keep a sharp lookout

Taiwanese Frigate (foreground) and Chinese Destroyer pass by

A passing Merchant Vessel
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