Headquarters

New Zealand Defence Force
Defence House

Private Bag 39997
Wellington Mail Centre
Lower Hutt 5045

New Zealand

OIA-2024-5125

/é September 2024

Dear [N

| refer to your letters of 12 June and 12 August 2024 to the Chief of Defence Force, Chief of Navy,
Chief of Army, and Chief of Air Force, seeking copies of the relevant soveriegn’s authorisation of the
New Zealand Defence Force (NZDF), Royal New Zealand Navy (RNZN), New Zealand Army, and Royal
New Zealand Air Force (RNZAF) badges, the NZDF flag, and a copy of the kiwi logo.

A copy of the official badge painting of the RNZAF with the sovereign’s approval is not held by the
NZDF. The painting was forwarded to the RNZAF Museum for permanent safe-keeping. The postal
address for the Museum is: Private Bag 4739, Christchurch 8140.

Copies of the sovereign’s authorisations for the NZDF, RNZN, and New Zealand Army badges are
enclosed. Also enclosed is a copy of the NZDF logo from the NZDF Vision Identity Standards.

You have the right, under section 28(3) of the Official Information Act 1982, to ask an Ombudsman
to review this response to your request. Information about how to make a complaint is available at
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602.

Please note that responses to official information requests are proactively released where possible.
This response to your request will be published shortly on the NZDF website, with your personal
information removed.

Yours sincerely

Al WOODS
Air Commodore
Chief of Staff HQNZDF

Enclosures:

1. NZDF Badge

2. RNZN Badge

3. New Zealand Army Badge
4 NZDF logo
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Development of the New Zealand Army Badge
1949-2002

ow Zealand Army Badge was adopted in 1949

h Army. The badge was intended lo givea
common identity 1o a reorganised, post-war, New Zealand
Army. The only condition laid down by the British for its
use was the addition of the letters “NZ" in gold placed under
the mah crown. This amendment was to differentiate
between the badge of the NZ Army and that of the British
Amy.

On the accession 1o the thronc of Queca Elizabeth 11 in 1953
the badge was redesigned. The crown on the lion and the
main crown were changed from the Tudor Crown of King
George VI to the St Edward’s Crown adopted by the rew
monarch, The final version of the badge was authorised in
1954.

In 1995 it was proposed to replace one of the swerds witha
taiaha. This proposal fcatured scveral times in the Army
News during the year and sought Army wide feedback or
suggesions. This version of the badge was nol officially
authorsed or adopted.

On 24 May 1599 the Chicf of General StafT issucd a Special
Order of the Day autherising a change to the Army Badge
that incorporated the words “Ngati Tumatauenga™ and
replacng one crossed sword with a taiaha. This change

. reflectzd the calture that existed in the New Zealand Army
%(!A {.fﬁr ! while icknowlkedging the historic linkage. The standard

v j6 : 4 colourcd master of the badge was approved by the Chief of

C 7 Genen! Stafl on 7 February 2000.
New Zealand Army , \ e A

On 25 September 2000 an application was made 10 the

New Zealand Herald of Arms for a Royal Licence to be
granted for the new badge. Following approval of the design
by Her Majesty Quecn Elizabeth 11 the badge was presenied,

% N
Gl ) | | S in its herldically correct configuration, to the Chiel of
= ( ety M" n 1S Yeraldical iy C C gurabion, 10 nc LY
V7 J \A\-\ & _ Genenl Staff by the Herald of Arms on 16 July 2002. The
é{’/(q{ %/3’}},{.‘ ‘J\ e e aff by the Herald of Arms on uly

A Ve o " 4 standard master, rcpt::;cnling !Iu_: originat amrm'cx{_}!) the
Decmtst 2000 %f/ci-/mg. 9{(',{‘,”:.1 Quicea, was approved by the Chicl of General StafTin

Septenber 2002,

The criginal of the Badge is held in the Queen Zlizabeth Ll Ammy Memorial
Museam in Waiouru with five high quality copics made to allow for wider
display of the badge. The standard masters of the Army Badge are held by the
Logistic Executive of Army General StafT asd are used 1o ensure that
reproductions of the badge do not vary from the original.




8 NGA PAEREWA WAITOHU TUAKIRI ATE OPE KATUA O AOTEAROA | NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE FORCE VISUAL IDENTITY STANDARDS

Waitohu Matua
Primary Logo

The kiwi has been worn

by New Zealand military
personnel since WWI| on cap
bacdges, medals anc more
recently as patches on the
sleeve of uniforms while
deployed. It is stamped on
the side of ships, tanks and
aircraft, identifying us as
kiwis at home and abroad.

The coloured bar represents
each of the three Services -
Navy, Army and Air Force.

MINIMUM SIZE

‘Te Ope Katua o Aotearoa
is the official te reo Maori
name for the New Zealancd
Defence Force.

Te means The.

Opeis atroop or body
moving tegether.

Katua is a palisade of a
fortified position. In times
of conflict Maori would
occupy pa, or a fortified
area. A pa generally had

MINIMUM CLEARSPACE

three palisadles; different

iwi (tribes) had their names
for each palisade. Katua
was one name for the main
palisade; the main defensive
fortification of the pa.

Therefore in this
translation we are likened
to the principal defensive
component of Aotearoa,
New Zealand.

TE OPE KATUA O AOTEAROA

DEFENCE FORCE

DO NOT

[ To maintain the integrity of the logo do not

************ manipulate it in any way.

DEFENCE FORCE

Do not flip, skew, rotate, recolour or recreate it.

Do not place the logo on inappropriate
backgrouncs.

Do not place the logo on products for sale by a
commercial company without formal approval.



REVERSED LOGO

Q D EFENCE FORCE

SINGLE COLOUR LOGO (ALSO AVAILABLE IN BLACK)

TE OPE KATUA O AOTEAROA
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